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PBOPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A EEFTTGEE CAMP IN 

TEIPOLITANIA. 

■ 

Memorandum by the Sbcbxtaby of S^atg fok Formgn Apfaiks-. 

I shonld be grateful for die viawa of my coUeagnes in the following 
matter : — 

'2. In April 1943 the Anglo- American Conferoice met in Bermuda to 
recommend steps to deal with the inteniaUomtl refugee ouefition. One of the 
principal probfenoB waa (and emphatically still ia) the eetablisluDeTit of adeouate 
reception camps or centres for the temporary reception of many thousands of 
thoee refugees from German oppression for whose maintenance His Ma]e«ty'a 
Government have, in ooDj unction with ihe United States Government, underiuken 
responsibtlity, Tbe British Delegation ^nved to reL'ommend for reconsideration 
a proposal made by the United Statee Delegation that a refugee centre should 
be established in Cyr^naii^a. A similar proposal had been made ai the beginning 
of the year by the Greek Government, but had been opposed by the Cotnmander- 
in-Chief, Middle East, at a time when the' area was in, or near, the sceu of 
military operations. At the aame time both Delegations undertook to reoommend 
to their respective mti^tary authorities that they should authorise theeat^>]iahment 
of a refugee centre in North Africa, at Fedhala near Mogador* to ireceive refugee* 
who had escaped from German-occupied Europe into Spain and who constituted 
a source of friction with tbe Spanish authorities. Besistance to this latter 
project, however, was encountered from the United States military antborities. 
After further inter-departmental discussion a recommendation was submitted 
to the Prune Minister thai he should sejid a personal telegram to the President 
u^ing the importaoce of securing a favourable decision on the FeiUtala camp. 
This was done, and a reply was received from the President on tbe 10th Jul^', 1943. 
agreeii^ to the establishment of the camp, but aX the same time recordiiig his 
uoderstandiiig that possibility of usir^ Cyrecaica and Tripolitania for the 
eeti^lishment of similar refugee centres was being studied oy the British 
authorities. It was plain that the President regarded this latter develc^ment 
as being in tli6 tmture of a return for his assistance in prevailing upon the 
United States, and also the French, authorities to ai^ree to the establishinent of 
tht Moroccan centre, to which refugeeB from Spain iirt now aboul lo be seal. 

3. Thp tiaestion of the esLablishrrjfui oi n'lu'^i^f camps in Cyrenaica and 
Tripolitania was thereupon referred to I In M'nistvr Re.sident in the Middle East. 
Aa regards Cyrenaica the objections, in particular I rK lion with the local Arab 

^ inhabitants, are substantial, but they appear to me lu much less so in respect 
1 of Tripolitania. The Miniater Eeflidcnt and the military authorities in the 
Middle East, however, maintained tliin i<l>jections on the ground that, though 
a camp could be provided, it would be at the expense of military operational 
requirements. In October the matter was taken up with the War Ofike, and 
Anally, in view of direct representations from the United State* Embassy at the 
end of March of this year, personaHy with the Secretary of 8t«ie for War, who. 
lir>\vover, maintained the previous military objeotiotia, 

4. The reasons for requiring the camp,' the objections niui the overriding 
ailvaiitinj^L^ nr.\\ !m? recap ttiilaled aa follows. It was understood by the British 
and Llnited States Delegations at the Bermuda Conference that they should 
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PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A EEFUGEE CAMP IN 

TBIPOLITANIA, 

MEMORAKDtW BY THB SVOUTART OF SVA^ FOB FORSIGH AVFAIBB-, 

I should be grftt«fal for tJie vi«wfl of my colleagues in the following 

matter : — 

2^ In April 1Q48 the AnBlo-Aznerican Couf^reuoe met in Bermuda to 

lerrjmnipnd aCepe to deal with the interoatioDal refugee question. One of the 
priLiti|)al probleniB was (and emphatically «ti1L is) the eetablUhment of adequate 
reception campa or centres for the temporary reception of many Uiouaanos of 
those refugees from German oppression for wboee maintenance Hia Majeaty'B 
Goremment have, in conjuncttoD with the United States Government, undertaken 
TCflponBibility. The British Delegation agreed to rfoommend for reconsideration 
A' propoeal made by the United States Delegaiir>jj Thai ji refugee centre tihoulc] 
be eatabliehed in Cyrenaica. A aimLlat propo^ijil \\.u\ }k'<'ii nindp at the 1>ef;iiiniEt^ 
of the year by the Greek Government, h-.vd W-vu •.■]\\n>^r'\ \>\ (\iiLLi]i/iiLih r- 
in-Chief, Middle Eft*t. at a Time whi-n ihi- Jirca wjis m. or lu^ir. n»' s. cTie tif 
ijiilii;iry operation*. At rfn -,LrriL' rimt' i-ilh Delfiialii-Jis iindiTTo-ik li) nvuminpjKf 
(ni Jii'ii r( -'pe^'tive military hurjlicn thai I hey should jmlh'iri>p ihf e^^rjiltlishiiif-nt 
r)l ?i I'cliJNi^i^ i-iif T'' JTi \<irl Ir A frii'a, al 1\-Hlifila ii*'ai- Mcjpuioi\ mvi^c i cfuf-'n's 
whci hnd Inmi Cfrrciaii omiipit'd Kiiropt- ijilo Spiuii utid who uuistitul^d 

;i srjiMM! (ff rriiriniL wirh ihc Spanish aulhoritics fi^'sistafu'*' to this latter 
pi'i),H?rL linwev^T, ivan eniirmnlfrpd from the l'nilp<i States mi]i(,Trv ant horitie^. 
After furllier inh'r-dcpartmf iitul discussion a reronimeudar jj'il MLliinilti.'il 
to the l^rimii Minii^tor LhaL he ■^tioiild send a personal rdci;] juti in IVcsidctit 
iifjiiiii,' i(rtpaT[i£nce of se' rjiiiiL' favourable diri'.inii on (hr IVdhnlif r^iinp. 
This was done, aud a. reply wa>i reivivcd from the Prc'^idi'iil on thr lOili .liitv. 1 04iJ, 
agreeing; to thp eslatilishnient of the camp, but al the ^nme timr nnurdini.^ fii'- 
iLTLili'r'>,rriniliii[j iliJii I ht po^siliiliiv of usint; Cvrenaitfi ajid 'trt|ioliiritii^r Tot ilir 
ostn^H-iirjii'Eit of [(I liar r^t'ii^T < ciirri'x was Ivi nir srudifd i'V T lie BriiiKh 
a.iith<inlu\-i It wa:^ j'tain thai the I-'u'buk'nl rtjiarded this latler ilevrlnjunent 
as beirif> in tlii' rialiiri' nf ;i nium for his assistanee in prev;ii!i [jl:: upon the 
Utiited States, and aleo the FreDch, authorities to agree to the establishmeDt of 
Moroccan centre, tp which refDgee« from Spain are now about to be sent. 

3. The t^uestion of t|ke establishment of refugee camps in Cyrenaica and 
Tripolitania waa thereupoa referred to the Minister Kesident in the Middle Eaet- 
Ae regards Cyrenaica the djiectiona, in particular frictiou with the local Arab 
inhabitants, are substantial, out they appear lo me to be much lees bo in respect 
of Tripolitania. The Minister Beeident and the military authorities iu the 
Middle East, however, maintained their objectituis on the ground that, though 
a camp could be' provided, it would be at the expeuee of militaiy operational 
requirements. In October the matter was taken up with the War Office, and 
finally, in view of direct representations from the United States Embassy at the 
etd of March of this year, personally with the Secretary of State for War, who, 
howevp.r, maintaiini'd the prerioits lailitary objections, 

4. Tli^ rpasons for requiring the camp; the objections and the overridins 
Ekd\ nil E ;v^i.'s Tiiiiy be reeapitulated as follows. It was understood by the British 
and United States Delegations at the Bermuda Conference tha.t they should 
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recommend respectively the efltablishmoni .tl' n'fiit^pe centres in Oyienaica and 
Tripolitania on ibi' <nii' butui ;ini! irj Mnnnj'y un ilic olhpi\ nn fi bysi'? of tJie 
administration iind niuitaeiia^.t- h\- . IjcipI!^ fiinu'ii et^ualfy hctwcpn the Iwo 
Grovemmenta. It -was liIso urnkT-'ood uiyl in tcLum ;oi A mcr iriin iissisianre 
in securing tlie Moroocaii uamp. to iviiiuh we attaoh Diutn irnpori anre iii ordei' 
to clear Sprtin of refugees, we should e^iablish a camp in either Ti ifiolitania or . 
Cyrenaica. Cvrenaiua, howflvor, proved unworkable-, but the political obiections 
in the case of 'I ri|jolirimia are. in inv \iew, not at all insupp-rabk, \vhile the 
force ot the nnh(^iiy i>bjeot.ion5i {e.o... dilHrnUv nf supplies and ^liippii^ aiirf 
pei>ioiLiiel) uiiuld «eem to be tniieb dimiui'-lietl liy ifie iurt tbril (.miplete United 
Stales 4jn-upei'.iT ion in all these ^^theres. as ^dno fii fiiuinre js !ij-suro<J Moreover^ 
apart from Ibe importan(ie of Ihs Majestv'fi Government fiillillin^ tiu'ir side of 
a bargain with the United Stales Government, the establishment of [he camp 
is likely to prove of great importance for tlic fuinre Already Lar^e numbers of 
refugees are leaving Yugoslavia. A ceo in modal, ion will have to be found for 
them and [here is the further possibilily of an increasing outflow of Jews from 
various points in the Bjilkans. Egypt, Palestine. Svria and T.el-vmon are all' 
playing their part in accommodating large numbers of refugees fur v^.'iom His , 
MaieBtj-'a Government assumerl responsihilily I am of ilie jiijijuoii !!i:ir 
Tripolitania, too, must be Immnrht inio []fe m hi'inc ,ii(d ilial pait i. iiLir i. nt 
view of Amerieau dei^ivi'^ ;inri jjssiirafices of ln'lp [lie rtiihtarv atf|rrr uhn?, are 
oiitwoighed bv confide j;i ( nui'- nf ijcu+Tiil j mliiy nrrd I he importaiii'i' nf m.-xin- 
tajning equal' oo-operation between Hia Maienty 'a Government and the United 
Statee Goremment m queations afEecting refugeea^ 

A. E. 
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